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fire brigade. On another occasion he distinguished
himself as a balloonist, also in Besangon.

He was one of the three notabilities selected to go up
in the first non-captive balloon ascent from this city.
Accordingly on a bright afternoon the worthy townfolk
assembled in the market square to wish bon voyage to
M. le Make, the Depute (M. Ordinaire by name), and
M. Veil-Picard.

After many speeches and with much hand-kissing and
throwing of flowers into the balloon basket, to the
strains of the town band they ascended, amid the cheers
of the populace. But when they reached the height
from which immediate descent was deemed advisable,
not one of the three knew which cord to pull to release
the gas from the bag.

With much gesticulation both from the ground and
from the balloon, and a great deal of argument, luckily
the right cord was at last pulled, but not before the party
had enjoyed a protracted view of the Jura Mountains.
Slowly the balloon descended, hailed with sighs of
relief from the crowd. And just when it was about to
complete the remaining 15 feet to the ground, M.
Veil-Picard smartly leapt out to make sure of his
landing.

The balloon showed its joy by shooting straight up
into the air; in it remained M. le Make and M. Ordinake,
shaking fists at their colleague. With the last glimmer of
daylight, hungry, thirsty, and very frightened, they
brought the balloon back to earth, and this time there
was no medal for M. Veil-Picard.

There is also the occasion when he went to luncheon
with the late Mr. James Gordon Bennett in his yacht
lying at Villefranche, near Nice; in the middle of the